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of Tuscany, that on the death of Cosimo's son, Gian Gastone,
Tuscany should go to Don Carlos of Spain, the eldest son
of Elizabeth of Parma, Queen of Spain; this being done in
order to pacify Austiia as to the chance of a Bourbon being
allowed to obtain Tuscany. The article of this treaty which
thus sacrificed Tuscany, trampled on a formal national de-
cree, and excluded Cosimo's favourite child from the succes-
sion, was kept secret, but could not long be concealed; and
when it became known it filled both the Florentines and the
Grand Duke with unbounded indignation. The people hated
Cosimo, but at the moment this feeling was swallowed up
in their wrath against the four powers who had thus treated
their country. Cosimo sent vehement protests to all the
powers concerned; but each of them profited in various ways
by other clauses in the treaty, and would do nothing to in-
validate it; and Cosimo was informed that he must submit,
and that if he did not, foreign troops would be sent into
Tuscany to hold it for disposal in accordance with the treaty
of London. Thus did Cosimo see himself insulted, his country
sold, and the independence of Tuscany annihilated

But at this juncture Cosimo, though he was now seventy-
six years old, displayed an energy and vigour at variance
with all his previous history* Troops were raised throughout
Tuscany, the fortresses were repaired and their armaments
brought up to date, the harbour defences of Porto Ferrajo
and Leghorn were strengthened, and every arrangement made
to resist to the uttermost. Tuscany, if it was to perish as an
independent state, should die fighting. At the same time
Cosimo drew up a formal declaration to the powers which
stated that uno successor to the Medici could be recognised
in the fiee and independent State of Tuscany unless approved
by the people through their representative the Florentine
Senate; therefore no power had a right to exclude the Electress
Anna as chosen by that body and hailed with public acclama-
tion; and that except by violence there was no way of making
a free nation submit to feudal supremacy, a thing utterly at